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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 19-22, 24-26 & 28-32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim element "auxiliary image creating means" is a means (or step) plus function 
limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. However, the written description 
fails to disclose the corresponding structure, material, or acts for the claimed function. 
The Specification describes the function of the auxiliary image creating means on page 
98, however, the Examiner was unable to determine the corresponding structure for that 
element, whether the auxiliary image creating means uses a marker in front of the 
imaging element or whether the auxiliary image creating means was software based. 
Applicant is required to: 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or step) plus 
function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it expressly recites what 
structure, material, or acts perform the claimed function without introducing any new 
matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

If applicant is of the opinion that the written description of the specification already 
implicitly or inherently discloses the corresponding structure, material, or acts so that 
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one of ordinary sl<ill in tlie art would recognize wliat structure, material, or acts perform 
the claimed function, applicant is required to clarify the record by either: 

(a) Amending the written description of the specification such that it expressly recites 
the corresponding structure, material, or acts for performing the claimed function and 
clearly links or associates the structure, material, or acts to the claimed function, without 
introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(b) Stating on the record what the corresponding structure, material, or acts, which are 
implicitly or inherently set forth in the written description of the specification, perform the 
claimed function. For more information, see 37 CFR 1 .75(d) aid MPEP 2181 and 
608.01(0). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claim 19-22, 24-26 & 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
anticipated by Strommer et al. (US Patent Application No. 2002/0049375 A1) and 
further in view of Ishiguro (US Patent No. 6,108,439). 

Claim 19, 25-26 28-29 & 30-32: Strommer teaches an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 
obtaining plural ultrasonic tomographic images at a process that an ultrasonic probe 
moves and scans within a body cavity of a body to be examined (Page 4, Para 0038). 
Strommer teaches the apparatus comprising position information detecting means for 
detecting three dimensional position information of plural ultrasonic tomographic images 
obtained in a process that the ultrasonic probe moves within a body cavity of a body to 
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be examined (Page 3, Para 0031 & 0037). Strommer teaclies tomograpliic parallel 
images constructing means for constructing plural tomographic parallel images 
arranged along a non-linear scan path of the ultrasonic probe based on the position 
information obtained by the three dimensional position information detecting means 
(Page 4, Para 0044). Strommer fails to teach the directional markers. However, 
Ishiguro teaches marker means which are necessary for generating a 3D ultrasound 
image (Col. 5, Line 50-52. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the system of Strommer to include the markers as taught by Ishiguro for 
generating a 3D ultrasound image (Col. 5, Line 50-52). 
Claim 22 & 24: Strommer teaches an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus further 
comprising display control means for causing display means to display the ultrasonic 
tomographic image and the tomographic parallel images so as to compare (Figure 22, 
Element 836, 834 & 838). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 19, 22, 24-26, 29-32 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, any 

relevant remaining arguments will be addressed. The Applicant submitted the argument 
that "these illustrations are not intended to be displayed" (Page 10). The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees and contends that the display device of Strommer is capable of 
displaying the illustrations as claimed. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to HELENE BOR whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2947. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Long V. Le can be reached on (571)272-0823. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/H. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



/Eric F Winakur/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



